Role that microflora might play in initiation of SpA 1. Gut microflora required to supply cross-reactive peptides for joint autoimmunity e.g. HSP-70
2. Gut microflora required as adjuvant for priming autoimmunity: 1. Are joint-specific autoantibodies primed in GF? 2. Is there a pro-inflammatory effect of curdlan?
Increased titres of CII and PG autoantibodies only in arthritic GF SKG mice
Although gut microflora may supply cross-reactive peptides, this is not required for development of cartilage autoimmunity and arthritis/spondylitis Collaboration between b-glucan and microflora to trigger disease in SKG mice
